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In many of the tests, pollutant emissions are well controlled. However, in the more
demanding tests - cold ambient temperature and high load in the laboratory, and the
heavy load on-road test, for example - Oxides of Nitrogen (NO,) emissions are high.

Indeed, in the high-load highway test, values of NO, are so high that the Passat loses all

points.

Green NCAP © VW Passat — 11/20 — Version 231120— p 2




6.0 Energy Efficiency Tests
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For a car which is quite heavy and which has quite a large engine, the Passat turns in an
impressive performance for Energy Efficiency. Combined with its 66 litre fuel tank, this makes
for an average driving range of 1,116 km, based on Green NCAP’s laboratory tests.
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2.1 & Greenhouse Gases Tests
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This is where the Passat scores weakest. Methane (CH,) is well controlled in all tests. However,
emissions of Nitrous Oxide (N,O), a powerful but unregulated greenhouse gas, are high in all
tests.
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Our Verdict

The name ‘Passat’ has almost become a byword for dependency and reliability. Tested here
as a 140 kW 2.0 litre turbocharged diesel, and equipped with some very up-to-date exhaust
after-treatment, the car turns in a mixed bag of results. In the Clean Air assessment, selective
catalyst reduction manages to keep Oxides of Nitrogen (NO,) in check in the less demanding
tests. However, in the cold ambient temperature test, the high-load highway test and the
heavy-load on-road tests, values of NO, are very much higher and the car loses points. The test
laboratory also noted the high frequency of DPF (diesel particulate filter) regeneration - every
200 to 250 km or so. During these regenerations, emissions of NO, and of particulates increased
significantly and approached legislative limits. Energy efficiency is good for a car of this size and
power. Emissions of N,O lead to a poorer score for greenhouse gases than in the other areas of

assessment, but the car nevertheless emerges with a respectable 2% star rating.
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